December, I pleaded with you to convince me of the correctness
of the information on which your conviction was based. You
will perhaps appreciate my fundamental difficulty in making
the statement you have expected rne to make.
This, however, I can say from the housetop, that I am as
confirmed a believer in non-violence as I have ever been. You
may not know that any violence on the part of Congress workers,
I have condemned openly and unequivocally. I have even done
public penance more than once. I must not weary you with
examples. The point I wish to make is that on every such occa-
sion I was a free man.
This time the retracing, as I have submitted, lies with the
Government. You will forgive me for expressing an opinion
challenging yours. I am certain that nothing but good would
have resulted if you had stayed your hand and granted me the
interview which I' had announced, on the night of the 8th
August, I was to seek. But that was not to be.
Here, may I remind you that the Government of India have
before now owned their mistakes, as for instance, in the Punjab
when the late General Dyer was condemned, in the U. P. when
a corner of a mosque in Cawnpore was restored, and in Bengal
when the Partition was annulled. All these things were done in
spite of great and previous mob violence.
To sum up:
(1)    If you want me to act singly, convince me that I was
wrong and I will make ample amends.
(2)    If you want me to make any proposal on behalf of the
Congress you should put me among the Congress Working Com-
mittee members.
I do plead with you to make up your mind to end th*
impasse.
If I am obscure or have not answered your letter fully
please point out the omissions and I shall make an attempt tc
give you satisfaction.
I have no mental reservation.
I find that my letters to you are sent through the Govern-
ment of Bombay. This procedure must involve some loss of time
As time is of the essence in this matter, perhaps you will issu-
instructions that my letters to you may be sent directly by th<
Superintendent of this Camp.
I am,
Your sincere friend
M. K. Gandhi
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